
 

 

Lord Kelvin’s real name was William Thomson (1824-1907), but he 

was honoured with the title of First Baron Kelvin for his contributions 

to science. He was a mathematical physicist and engineer who 

helped formulate the first and second laws of thermodynamics, 

amongst other achievements. As a boy, he was a child genius 

attending the University of Glasgow at only ten years old! He 

published his first scientific paper when he was just 16, defending 

the work of the controversial French mathematician Jean-Baptiste 

Fourier! He went on to become professor of physics at Glasgow 

University when he was merely 22 years old. 

 

 As he said: “Overwhelmingly strong proofs of intelligent and 

benevolent design lie around us…the atheistic idea is so non-

sensical that I cannot put it into words.”  So, don’t be fooled by the 

‘science has disproved God’ argument. This great scientist believed! 

 Thomson’s great discovery was The 

Absolute Temperature Scale which 

shows that gas particles stop moving at 

-273oC. The unit on this scale is the 

kelvin, (written as a ‘K’) in honour of 

him. He remains a respected scholar 

who had a strong Christian faith, 

rejecting both evolution and atheism. 


